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Miss Claires Personality
By EARLE DORSEY.

One of the temperamental deficiencies of Miss Ina Claire as a ro¬

mantic comedienne is clearly though not harshly revealed at the
Belasco Theater this week, where Miss Claire is appearing as the star
of her newest Bclasco-Hopwood play, "The Gold Diggers." The
deficiency or inability in question comes to light in the first act
and it consists of Miss Claire's inability to appear to advantage
in scenes which call for the presence of too many other players.

In Act I, of "The Gold Diggers," Mr. Hopwood's manuscript
calls for the appearance of Miss Claire in an apartment scene, where
she is surrounded on all sides by decidedly "broad" types of chorus
ladies and professional stage torch-bearers. In the original manu¬

script. Mr. Hopwood had invested Miss Claire's part with a rich¬
ness and pungency of dialogue which might have gone far to off¬
set the decided disadvantage felt by the star when surrounded
by her supporting cast.

This dialogic superiority was expected, at the time it was writ¬
ten, to assist Miss Claire in overcoming her own characteristic
deficiency, but Producer Belasco, with a wary eye ever turned to¬
ward the verities, took the stand that Mr. Hopwood's dialogue was

inappropriate for Miss Claire in the characterization she had as¬

sumed, hence the richly humorous lines were stripped from the
stellar part and turned over to Miss Jobyna Howland, to the end
that Miss Claire apparently feels a still greater sense of inability
to meet the requirements of the scene.

The appearance of a new star in the theatrical heavens is the
sign for a general display of public interest in her personality and
while Miss Claire's twist of personality in this one respect was

doubtless known to Arthur Hopwood and Producer Belasco, it
remained for "The Gold Diggers" to reveal the full extent of that
temperamental.well, it wouldn't be fair or accurate to call it
"weakness."

,
Miss Ina Claire apparently cannot do her best work in scenes

in which her personality must strive and compete with temperaments
equally or more powerful. It is not due to an intrinsic lack of
ability; it is the feeling of "let-me-out-of-this" that very many ex¬

traordinarily intelligent people^ feel when placed in close juxtaposi¬
tion with opposing natures. Ina Claire is a flower that will open
under the influence of a smiling situation, but a flower cannot bloom
amid the clash and turmoil of somewhat jarring situations.

So long as Miss Claire had the stage immediately to herself
throughout the action of "The Gold Diggers," her performance was

well-nigh flawless, but in Act I, surrounded by slangy, racy types
of chorus girls, both playwright and producer nearly fail to carry
her through the situation in creditable fashion.

It must not be inferred, however, that this tendency results in an
inferior performance. That would be far from the truth. In the ro¬
mantic and emotional scenes, Miss Claire seemed invested with an
ethereal beauty, a winsome poignancy, an indescribable charm that
seems to call for a more potent climax, a finish that would take one
more by the throat, than the extremely simple, highly restrained,
altogether sincere finale that brings down the curtain on this
splendid three-«et comedy.

Another Stage Recipe'
If yoa want to have nice hair, yooj

must take care of it. That is the ad-|
vice of Miss Eileen Wilson, leading
woman of the Garrick Players, who
will be seen next week in the role or
"Janet" in "Johnny Get Your Gun.'
the John Corf farce comedy drama,
at the Garrick.
Miss Wilson possesses the kind ot

%iair that every woman wishes she
had. It is dark brown, scarcely the
color that attracts attention, but the
abundance does. She not only has
the quantity but the quality. She ad¬
mits that she doesn't think she has
had much to do with the quantity,
but she knows she has a great deal to
do with keeping t.\- Ifiir attractive.
"The best aid to keeping one's hair

on one's head and in good condition.
that I know of. is sunshine." says
liiss Wilson "Don't be afraid to go
wftfiout your hat when the sun is

A Game the
To the average Washingtonian, go¬

ing to and from his daily work or

gwrounded at home by those near and
dear to him. some of the Turkish
atrocities as shown in "Auction of
Souls." playing at Moore's Garden
this week, seem almost impossible of
human conception and execution, yet
that they are fact and not Action is
vouched for In the reports from the of¬
ficials of the American and British
governments stationed In that terri¬
tory during the year 1915, also by the
statements of Aurora Mardigarian. the
sole survivor of 500.000 Armenian girls,
who H appearing in person at the
CTiMirn this week.
in the course oI a recent Interview

shining. Our original ancestors didn't
wear hats and you never saw a bald-J
headed Indian.
"The next best thing after sunshine

to keep the hair in good condition,
is the free use of a good long bristled
hair brush, with an occasional egg
shampoo. When I say 'egg shampoo,
I don't mean the concoction yom get
for the same at most hair-dressing
parlors, but simply the breaking of one
or more fresh eggs on the hair, well
rubbed in and well rinsed off with
tepid water. That is all I do for my
hair, but I do this with some regu¬
larity, and hair-dressers say that my
hair is the li»iid that many women
want to have.
"Just as so<ln as I reach the privacy

of my room I let my hair down, ltjstands to reason that the heat and]moisture from the head cannot be
good for the scalp. Fresh air is most!
necessary for health and texture."

Miss Mardiganian described the bar-
barous sword game, a relic of the
Middle Ages, and still practiced bythe cruel Kurds in the Armenian mas¬
sacres. Aurora describes the original
game whieh she witnessed in the fol¬
lowing manner:
"In a flat place on the plains a lit¬

tle distance from the spot where I
was held captive. I saw a band of
Tchetchens prepare for one of the
frightful pastimes for which, as J.have since learned, the wild Circassian
tribes are famous. They planted their
swords, which were the long, slender-
blaced swords that came from Ger¬
many for the Kurds and Tchetchens,
in a long row la Xhm md4» m that
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SCHAYER TO WRITE FOR
BARKER.

Richard Schnyer. who before en-

if » vscenari° was one or
newspaper men ana

«ar correspondents In New York, has
been engaged by Goldwyn to write

Barker ^ '°l Dirwtor Reginald
Barker. He ha* started upon a

win"»^i?. fo1".Pauline Frederick, which
will follow the production upon which

£«Lrr. ,
now working with Miss

Frederick as the star.

the sharp pointed blades rose out of
the "and as high as would be a verv
small child When we saw these pre¬
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Belasco's Nose

Scents Great Change in
Plays and Literature as

Result of War.Likes
Baseball Method of Ob¬
taining Actors.

David Belasco. the wizard of stage¬
craft. who Is in Washington this week
supervising the finishing touches be¬
ing given to his latest success. "The
Gold Diggers." stopped long enough
between rehearsals on Tuesday to air
his views on things dramatic.
You notice that we call "The Gold

[Diggers" a success, although this!
week is practically a premiere. This
is done without hesitation, even
though Gotham, the final Judge. has
not yet viewed the piece. But Avery
Hopwood has written a mighty en¬
tertaining comedy with sparkling dia¬
logue of the type that attains box
office popularity without Jarring any
artistic ideals. i
To get back to Mr. Belasco. how¬

ever.here Is an interesting fact:
Mr. Belasco Is an Indian. He says so
himself, but we think he speaks of
their traits rather than their blood.
His nose Is to the ground. He is try¬
ing to hear the rumblings of the earth
a4 they affect the theater.

Look* to Fntare.
Neither the present nor the past is

occupying Belaaco's thoughts Just
now. It is the future, in so far as
that future will touch the theater,
principally. Mr. Belasco belives that
the next ten years will be the most
epochal In the history of the stage,
because of the tvar. He predicts that
the greatest plays and literature ^ill
be written during that time and he
believes that many new writers will
arrive.
His reasons are most logical. He

cites writing as a natural instinct.
He says "everyone likes to tell
stories. The great majority of us.
however, have nothing so very inter¬
esting to tell because interesting

The Accompl
The character of Cynthia Brock

in "Other Men's Wives." the latest
Paramount-Ince photoplay starring
Dorothy Dalton. which will be
shown at Loew's Palace today, is
typical of many American girls of
wealth who are suddenly bereft of
their fortunes, according to Miss
Dalton In a recent interview.
"Cynthia has been reared to be

an ornament," said Miss Dalton in
commenting upon her new char¬
acterization. "and she knows of no
way to support herself when bereft
of her means. Circumstances may
have forced many such girls into
the situation of Cynthia. She was
compelled to agree to do something
against which she naturally revolt¬
ed. but from which could not es¬
cape.

Barrymore s

Ten years ago John Barrymore was

seated at a table in one of Atlantic
City's palace hotels with HO in his
pocket. It was all the money he
had. Barrymore was like that in the
younger days. Ten dollars was fre¬
quently all the money he had, and he
never knew and never cared much
where the next $10 was coming from.
Barrymore himself told the story.
"It wasn't much good to me, thar

flO, so I decided to spend it. I had
no engagement then and no prospects
of one; in fact, I was down and out.
financially, but I didn't seem to real¬
ize it. I ordered dinner, and the din-
ner I ordered was to cost most, if not
all, of my lonely $10. It was really
most elaborate. Well. Just as I was
about to start on it. a theatrical man¬
ager who happened to be at the next
table came over to my table and In¬
troduced himself. I wasn't tremen¬
dously impressed.
" 'Mr. Barrymore, would you con¬

sider going into musical comedy?'
"Would I consider It?? I hadn't had

a stage engagement that lasted over
two months for a long time, and I
needed work so bad I almost admitted
.it to mys'elf. Would I consider it? I
[.pnteuded to w«ish Uu question.

things have not happened to us to
stimulate our imagination. And imas-
inatlon in Us wildest flights must Nf
stimulated. The war has produce*
thi. stimulation. Thousands or mil¬
lions of people for the first time in
their lives have escaped routine and
delved into romance and tragedy
Thev must tell of it. And the JW"
is one of the natural outlets. Their
efforts may be crude, but to them has
come incidents that form the basis
of real drama. Proper presentation
will eliminate the crudities.

Theater Etllfc
Mr. Belasco also spoke of the evil

of theatrical business that makts It
so hard for an actor to be heard.
"There is a dearth of actors, he
says, "not »o much because there
art fewer good actors, but because
the whole system of engaging i«i a
shame. Yet it Is almost Impossible,[for a manager to try out everyone(who comes to him: J*'cannot even see them and if he dots
the very actor whom he is looking [for may be turned away b'cause of,not being impressive in the offlc<.
Mr. Belasco favors and he ma> t

try out the system now being used
by big league baseball teams.the
system of scouts. When a bas» ball

|player can no longer play hall be-1
cause of physical reasons there are
but two things left to him if he is
to stay in the game. Become an |
umpire or btcome a scout. His
knowledge of the game makes him
invaluable in this latter occupa¬
tion. He travels all over the coun¬

try looking over minor leagues, the
colleges and the sand lots. Ther
he sees the material that will de¬
velop into big league caliber. The
proper tryout is but a detail.
The same thing can be done in

the theatrical game. Some one who jknows acting can make the rounds
of the stock companies, make a note
of the promising players and fix it
so that they will receive their try--,
out in fast company.

Mr. Belasco has biased many a
trail in things of the stage and it,
is safe to assume that if he adopts
this method regarding new players
the rest of the producers will follow
in his footsteps.

ished Cynthia
"She was forced by clever intrigue jto try get an unsuspecting mar- |ried man into a compromising sltu-i

atlon so his wife, in love with an-I
other, could g« t a divorce. But.]while she had never been trained to
earn her own way. she had been
taught what was right and in the
great critical . moment her better
self triumphs.
"She throws off the sham of so-

ciety and makes herself independent
even to the extent of a bare bread
and butter fight. Having the right
mettle, she succeeds. I believe she.
is a character to be admired, for
she wins in an honorable fight when
she has been untutored for the fight.
"To my notion, that is a greater

accomplishment than winning suc¬
cess by a girl who all her life has
been trained to make her own ^y-'

$300 Dinner
" Til give you J300 a week if ^>u'Uplay in my new piece.' he said.
'I nearly fell in the soup, qut 11

took the part, and it was my first
attempt in musical comedy, itiybe,
you remember the piece, 'The 4tub-
born Cinderella'?" 1 jBarrymore's life has been llke'|hat.Once he thought he'd be an iftist
He actually was employed oJ the
Evening Journal af a sketch fc-tist,
and he held the job until they ifntedhim to do some sketches aboij the
Paul Leicester Ford tragedy. ferry-
more wasn't yellow journalist fioughto do work like that, so he qui^ .

SCHERTZINGER THE MUj^lCO
Victor Schertslnger. now directing

his second Mabel Normand Assign¬ment, was famous as a music
composer before he gained
tlon as a motion picture
When but 7 years old he
tured as a Yiolin prodigy
Philadelphia Symphony Orf
Later he studied in Brus

I returned to thla country
soloist with SouA'a .and Pry<»'s

...l

This Thief Declined
To Ply Hi* "Trade"

In Front of Camera
That pickpockets are not pecker*

after notoriety was convincingly dem¬
onstrated when Tom Mix, the Fox
star. attempted to induce one of the
light-finsured fraternity to pose be¬
fore the camera as a type necessary
to the production of "High Speed."
his latest picture.
Enlisting the co-operation of Cap-

tain Dan O'Brien, of the San Fran¬
cisco police. Mix. accompanied by hid
director. Edward J. I^e Saint. picked
out a man in one of the cells of th.?'
station house and offered him a sub¬
stantial sum if he would appear be¬
fore the camera.
"What!" yelled the pickpocket

"Mug me in front of a movie camera"
Nix on that stuff! Every guy to his
trade. You stick to your knittin' and
I'll stick to mine. I ain't gonna have
my mu« flashed on any screen so a
million coppers all over the country
can lamp >t. I never had no use for
actors anyhow...
Three other pickpockets evinced a

similar violent disinclination to enter
motion pictures, and Mix foand it
necessary to obtain a professional ac-
tor for this role in "High Speed."

Peggy Wood Reaches
The Coast; To Work

With Will Rogers
Peggy Wood has arrived in Culver

City, Cal.. and as Will Rogers has
been there for several days, work
on the first picture which th^y are
to do will begin very soon. It was
a great trip for Peggy, who is. ac¬
cording'to her own statement, "the
most untraveled person in the civil¬
ized world." Most actresses are
compelled to do all too much travel¬
ing. but Peggy Wood knows not the
horrors of one-night stand?. . In
fact, until a year ago. she had never
played more than a block away
from Broadway, where she made her
first appearance on any stage, in
"Naughty Marietta."
After "Maytime." in which sh«

starred, had played a year in New
York, it went to Boston for a l^ng
run. "It was a great adventure for
me to go so far away as Boston."
said Miss Wood, "because do you
know I had never spent a night on
the train in my^life. But when one

gets to going, there's no telling
where one will stop. Here I've
crossed the continent. I'll not be
surprised at anything, short of a

trip to Mars, in the way of traveling
after this."
Miss Wood gave the public the

[first intimation that she meant to
win their favor soma six years ago.
She is the daughter of Eugene
Wood, the famous humorous writer.
and Peggy herself inherits the au¬
thor's gift, for she has written a

play, in collaboration with Samuel
Merwin.

MOORE STANDS "PAT.V
An amusing story is going the

rounds involving Mabel Ballin and
Tom Moore. The actor had been be-
moanine the loss of his police dog
when Mabel Ballin telephoned in
great excitement to announc^ that
she had found "Pat" downtown, limp¬
ing on a wounded paw.
Of course. Moore was elated to

know that his search need not be
continued, and asked, as a great
favor, if the actress would take the
dog to a veterinary and have his
wound treated. The doctor did.for
Sift. Then Miss BAllin bore him in
triumph to the Moore Villa at Venice
and was met by Alice, the 4-year-old
daughter of the Goldwyn star, who
screamed that the Invalid canine
couldn't be "Pat" because that
worthy had just wandered in for sup¬
per. Now the question is. who shouTd
really pay for the mistake?

GIBBONS TO AID BERLIN.
Cedric Gibbons, who has been with

Goldwyn for some time as assistant
art director, has signed a contract
to continue as chief aide to Hugo
Ballin. Previous to M§ present con¬
nection he was a painter of note and
supervised the art direction of near¬
ly 100 Edison pictures.

NIPPON NODS TO NAOMI.
Word has been received that

Naomi Childers. the screen's Grecian
girl, who is playing opposite Tom
Moore, has wolf the popularity con¬
test in Japan conducted by a Tokyo
newspaper. A generous portion of
Miss Chllder's mail is from admirers
In Nippon, and one recently con¬
tained a request from Re! Tanski.
a , leading Japanese Artist, for a

.photptrajtb,

Film Chat and Gossip
As an additional insurance for it* valuable studio material. United

Picture Theater* Inc.. has organized a Are department at the Brunton
Studios. The entire equipment of a Los Angeles Are department was

purchased and the volunteer firmen maintain regular drills.

Dustin Famum's next picture will be filmed largely aboard the star's
sea-going yacht. "The Ding." which will put out to sea for the purpose
and incidentally disclose what kind of sailors motion picture heroes and
heroines make.

Florence Reed says her greatest ambition is to appear in a picture
where the hero unu heroin* fail to clinch 1n the final fade out.

One of the most spectacular night-time water scenes ever filmed for
any picture will be seen in Olive Thomas' forthcoming picture. "The Spite
Bride." The water scene which was filmed in San Francisco Bay between
midnight and 2 o'clock in the morning is declared by those who have
seen the production to be the most sensational and realistic shot ever
seen on the screen.

The return of Elsie Janis."honorably discharged doughboy".Is
made the headline feature of the new sixth issue of the Photoplay Maga
zine Screen Supplement, which was released July fiist by the Educational
Films Corporation of America.

The Bureau of Pictures of the American Red Cross have received
eight thousand feet of new negative film from Lieut. Merle LaVov. th*
official Red Cross cameraman assigned to Constantinople and the Balkan?

Mary MacLaren. Robert Anderson and other members of Tod Brown¬
ing's company that is making Fannie Hurst's story. The petal on the
Current" for the screen have gone to San Francisco for exterior scenes

"Devils Have Their Friends." the new Monroe Salisbury vehicle. wh'Ch
took the star and his big company to Big B^ar in the San Bernard r

mountains, has brought them back to Universal City to take interior
scenes under Paul Powell's direction. Colleen Moore is playing opposite
Salisbury

Jacques Jaccard. directing Marie Walcamp. has taken his organizatirn
*o Sonora, Northern California, to shoot Western scenes for "Tempos'
Cody Hits the Back Traii ihr first of the new Marie Walcamp series of
short, rapid-action Western dramas.

Pete Morrison, supported by Magda Lane, is producing, under Georg*
Holt's direction, a new Western play written by William Pigott. It is
called "A Fortune at Stake.**

The famous Joseph Medill Paterson story. "A Little Brother of th*
Rich.'" has been completed under Lynn Reynolds' direction Frank May"
and Kathryn Adams and J Barney Sherry are being featured.

A tremendous fight between H**dda Nova, the Russian star; Leo Ma-
I lonev and a ncore of others who figure in Mile Nova's new screen pla*
marked activities in the C.e. rge Seigmann producing camp the last week
"The Spitfire of Seville." uhich was written by J. F. Poland, is neannc

completion.
A1 Santell is makint: a Neal Bums-Josephine Hill comedy called

Babies is Babies." and Kddie Lyons and Moran have cut loose m it

another one-reel joy drama "Watch Your Step. Children.' "Heart
Troubles" has just been finished by the twin-funster stars.

Hundred* of extras are being used for atmo.phere by Erie von Stre-
hetm in hi* premier screen play. The Pinnacle" and an enormou. arch--
tecturai accomplishment has been expressed b> Universal s technical corpv
in a Tyrolean village erected for Von Stroheim at an expense of several
thousand dollars.

¦lame* W. Horne and Jaine. J <~orbett. director and .tar. reapectlTelv
of -The Midnight Man ferial, arr still being blocked by fate In the Blr-
nsr of the thirteenth chapter of th- thriller and are wading through «h-
exciting incidents of the episode w-Th a maximum of mishaps.

Kitty Gordon's Adornment
The fascination of phot'-play pro¬

duction is as relentless in it> crip

upon the actor as It is up n the

layman. No player in the world
has found the dignity of h posi-
tion or the merit of his attainment
so great as to preclude his appear-
ance before the recording l^ns of a

.motion picture camera. With roy¬

alty it is different. Few of the
members of European court .rcles

sion." to be seen at CrandaU's Met¬
ropolitan Theater beginning todav.
affords a notable example.
Miss Gordon wears in one scene

an ermine cloak valued at 115.00^
and accompanying the ermine in this
scene is a fan of ostrich plume-
priced at f5.000. The actress* neck
is adorned by a rope of pearls said
to have cost $100,000.
Many of Miss Gordon's gowns are

have made the cfhema thrir v.H-a- of her own des.gn. On one In par-
ition. The conspicuous exception 1* ticular in her pre*ent *creen play
Lady Charlea Beresford Gordon «eta great .tore. It I*

Lady Bere*ford is bettor kn » n of an eaqm.lte .hade of turquo.s.
hv the nom de tnatter of Kit.' .Jor- The foundation I, of satin the

don. Miss Gordon brine* to the: bodice of heavy atlk fringe caugb.
.tage.both articulate an.l panto-! over the shoulder, with a ttey band
mimic.the grace, the poise :ind the of rhinestones.

dignity of a ladv bred to the usages A hat with bird of paradise
of the moat exclusive circles in feathers co.ting *1.00#; ear-rinn

Britain. valur4 ®' $10,000; a pin with fifteen

The charm of this gifted actres. diamond, of over two carat. ...

doe. not measure the full extent of, weight and thirty smaller .tones;

her contribution to the artistic di.-, a diamond lavallicre with game;

Unction of filmed drama. Her per- center; a gold rneah bag priced at

sonal adornment. alwaxs play a $2.S00 and a sable coat bought for

(conspicuous part in th. beautiflca-1 $25,000 are among the additional

Ition of the .Hadow plays in which'adornments revealed In "Playthings
she appears. "Playthings of Pa.- of Pa.ston."

Mr. Washburn's Comedy
In "A Very Good Voung Man." Bry-1 stolen, never flirted, nor gambled All

ant Washburn'* new Paramount i Is- of the .mall petty vicea which are

ture, will be found another of that common in the life of the arerat-

star's productions in which light com- young man are strangers to him, and.
edy reigns supreme. It will be shown furthermore, he never expecta to make
at Loew's Columbia today. Friday and the'r acquaintance.

Saturday. But when he proposes to hia aweet-
Mr. Washburn has gained an Iti- heart she refuses him with the sur-

menae following of pictyre-goers who|pnsing statement that be ia too gooS
find genuine entertainment in his to be tru^.that his wild oats would
brand of celluloid fun. a vaiiety probably crop out after they mere
wherein the atar usually play* the part married and her life be rendered un-

of a boob who sooner or later wakes l*appy.
jup ano shows hia true worth The very good young man la deter

In this production, however. Mr mined to win her at all coata. Th
Washburn plays the part of a young) way he accomplishes hia purpose
.man whoso, stainless character Is the doubt leas will afford everyone a gen
talk of the town. He haa never donejuine treat. The picture was directed
[anybody a wrong, never lied, never by Donald Crisp.


